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DESIGNER GERALD POMEROY
TRANSFORMS SPACES WITH COLOR,
TEXTURE, AND FORM.

EY MARY GRAUERHOLZ
PHOTOGRAPHS BY ERIC ROTH




Soothing blues dress
the traditionally
inspired living room.




LIKE
PIECES
OF
MUSIC,

houses are best understood through total immersion
upon the first note. Stepping through the entryway of
a home northwest of Boston, visitors are greeted by a
symphony of color, form, and architecture, wrapped in
the soft glow of sunshine.

Not too long ago, before a total rebuild and redesign,
the house was limited by its nondescript 1980s roots.
While the original house had a classic bearing in a pas-
toral setting, it was closed and cramped, and had little
relation to its gracious surroundings.

The owners’ wish for change started very simply, ac-
cording to Gerald Pomeroy of Gerald Pomeroy Interiors
in Boston, who years ago had designed the original’s in-
teriors. “I got a call from the couple, saying they wanted
to open the kitchen,” he says. “Like so many people,
when they entertain—and they do a great deal—every-
one ends up in the kitchen.”

But once Pomeroy saw the house, along with archi-
tect Ruth Bennett, AIA, of RBA Architecture in Belmont
and general contractor Preston Lemanski of Lemnanski
Construction in Marblehead, and discovered the home-
owners’ passion for color and connection to their prop-
erty, he knew that the house had a shot at transforma-
tion. The project eventually became a complete do-over
of the two-story house, increasing its size by 500 square
feet, for a total of 4,800 square feet. “As it happened,”
Pomeroy says, “reworking the kitchen presented a
wonderful opportunity to enhance the entire house and
bring integrity to it.”

The transformation’s reveal begins in the front entry,
where the first floor unfolds into adjoining rooms. In the
foyer, one of Pomeroy’s main inspirations is displayed: a
painting that the woman of the house found in Viet-
nam. “That inspired me in the color tones,” Pomeroy
says. “She treasures the painting.” She and her husband
travel a great deal for work, and much of the home's
artwork reflects a mesmerizing Far East style. Pomeroy
draped the foyer table in soft blue fabric to enhance the

74

A

The entryway,
right, unfalds into
other first-
rooms, includjng
adramatic thige- S8
Season and
breakfast room.
Vibrant colors,
including generous
swathes of.peacock
blue, provide

a consistent,

gentle segue.  °
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Clockwise from top
left, The kitchen
island is cozy for
two diners yet easily
expands to seat
several more. When
she designed the
staircase, architect
Ruth Bennett heid
animage of a harpin
her mind. "l wanted
it to draw visitors
upstairs,” she says.
The breakfast room
is an over-the-top
space, washed in
sunshine. Elegant
peacock blue shows
up again, this time in
the library.

“BECAUSI

painting, he says, along with a pair of vintage Oscar de
la Renta chairs. The stone floor, sensational staircase,
and custom millwork designed by Bennett, are juxta-
posed architectural elements.

The foyer offers enticing glimpses of other rooms.
The library, on the left, is painted in a dramatic Chi-
nese red lacquer and anchored with a pair of peacock
blue chairs, a wing chair in chinoiserie-style linen, and
vibrant paintings. To the right is a glimpse of the dining
room and, beyond, the living room, where blue tones
are enlivened with shots of saturated color. “Because of
the size of the house, I wanted to use color as a way to

L OF THE SIZE

OF THE HOUSE, 1

WANTE

D TO USE COLOR

ASA WAY TO CONNECT
THE FIRST FLOOR.”

connect the first floor,” Pomeroy says.

The other common element is the custom wood-
work, all designed by Bennett, including the windows,
cabinetry, staircase, wainscot, and paneling in the
entry hall, as well as the millwork. The sweeping entry
staircase with its iron handrail is a piece of art, just as
Bennett intended. “It becomes a moment of arrival,”
she says. “Conceptually, I wanted the staircase to be
a harp, very thin, so that it draws the eye. The entry
gives people a sense of understanding about the house,
where you go.” Light is carried into the entry and public
rooms through expansive sliders that line the back
of the house from the kitchen banquette to the living
room, which has a custom fireplace with vertical V-
groove detailing.

A few steps from the living room is an extraordinary
three-season room. Dramatic architecture, including
open eaves and sliders leading to a large deck, gives it a
soaring feel. A beautiful working fireplace and heated
slate floor add a sedate note. “It evolved into something
far more sensational than we originally intended,”
Pomeroy says. “It became a conservatory.”

The homeowners wanted an expansive kitchen that
could host large numbers of guests yet also provide a
more intimate space for the two of them. The ceru-
lean blue island, with its quartz top and an overhang
for two, is perfect. “They never used the dining room
that was here before, so this house doesn’t have one,”
Pomeroy says. “Instead, it’s a large kitchen and over-
the-top breakfast room.” White linen walls and black
window mullions give the space a clean edge. Woven
shades, as Pomeroy says, provide “an organic hit,”
melding with the outdoors.

The ironwork stairway sweeps to a second floor
with three guest rooms, a bath, a laundry room, and,
separately, a master bedroom suite with a pitched ceil-
ing and décor in soft shades of green, blue, and gray.
Pomeroy designed the headboard and a loveseat at
the foot of the bed in linen velvet. The spa-like master
bath, with a vanity designed by Bennett and mirrors
by Pomeroy, is a showpiece with French mosaic tile-
work that leads to the ceiling. “Those led the charge,”
Pomeroy says of the tiles, which are cast in reflective
iridescent hues of blue, pink, and green.

In the rebuild, the house was transformed, Pomeroy
says, to the point of gaining a completely new identity.
Today it is open, gracious, and fully embracing of the
pastureland in back. One subtle note, in view on the
back property, is a stone wall hand-built by the previ-
ous owner, a businessman who found joy in going back
to the land to create a beautiful, useful feature. “They
wanted to keep that wall,” Pomeroy says, “and to see it
from the house.” m

For Resources, see page 92.
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